District Talking Posts 11/9/2011
Focus on “10 for 10” Plan


10 Department of Defense or VA programs and services that may be in jeopardy 

to help pay for ten years of war 



Seven of the ten are currently on the radarscope:




Eliminate the 20 year military retirement plan




Increase healthcare premiums for military retirees on Tricare




Increase pharmaceutical fees for troops, families and retirees




Reduce cost –of –living allowances




End government subsidies to military commissaries




Eliminate DOD elementary schools stateside




Eliminate DOD tuition reimbursement programs for service

                                    members



Three that are not being actively pursued




Eliminate presumptive service-connected conditions for disabled 

                                    and ill veterans




Lock out or increase fees for Department of Veterans Affairs 

                                    Priority Groups 7 and 8 veterans




Freeze military pay

The threat to DOD programs comes specifically from Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin and Ranking Member John McCain






Sample Letter

Dear Senator or Representative

The Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Richard L. DeNoyer has written about the ten programs that are being considered by the United States Congress to cover the ten year war that is still being actively waged. 

To even consider cutting the Department of Defense or the Veterans Administration is absurd. This action could do nothing but put of soldiers, marine, sailors and airman in jeopardy. Have you not learned anything from the past? 

Do you recall the film of our soldiers training with jeeps that were fitted with signs that read “TANK” on the side? Do ever remember reading about our armed forces in Korea that went into battle without the proper clothing to wear in that cold climate? Or do you remember the armed forces in Vietnam wearing heavy fatigues in the hot swelter jungle heat?

Why is it that every time there is a budget problem you turn to the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration to make you cuts? What do you think will happen when those that would have made a career in the military now change their minds and refuse to re-enlist? Where will you get the leaders to guide the troops in the field?
This is a dangerous proposal. Rather than cutting the DOD you need to make sure their have everything they need to fight a battle on more than one front.

Those that have born the burden of war and are disabled because of their service connected disabilities should not have to fight with the VA to prove that their problem began when they were in the service. Too often a person goes to war without any physical of mental problems and returns home a different person. 

You in Congress and the American people wanted an all voluntary force and you got one. Now it is time that you keep your promise and ensure that those who retired military keep the benefits that they earned! 

As a veteran and a resident of Michigan, I am against any cuts in the Department of Defense or the Veterans Administration. Less than one percent of the population is protect the country from our enemies. Do your part and protect the one percent.

Sincerely,

XXX 

